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A unanimous vote at the Nations of Centauri senate hearing sealed the deal for Reach-Net’s 

sixteenth multi-generational, interstellar construction contract. But this project is bigger than 

them all. The builder’s plans for the galaxy’s first Dyson Sphere have been approved by the 

senate’s scientific advisory board and Centaurians can hardly wait for the groundbreaking 

project to begin. The Dyson Sphere will completely encase Centauri’s third and smallest star, 

Proxima, in a synthetic alloy shell, harnessing nearly 100% of its solar power. The project is 

expected to take a few hundred years, and completely exhaust the material resources from 

several uninhabited star systems nearby. But economic forecasters say the pay-off won’t take 

nearly that long. Wealthy Centaurians are already buying up sun-shares on Proxima, which has 

suddenly become the most lucrative star in this trinary star system. These pre-purchased 

sections of the sphere’s inner wall will ensure the shareholder’s distant descendants are the 

beneficiaries of almost unlimited wealth from the sales of energy that will last billions of years! 

Humans have inhabited the Alpha Centauri system for almost a millennium now. But the 

culture has not developed in a vacuum. The founders of Emissary 2 were stalwart about 

keeping their Earthen heritage alive as where their predecessors, the Kapteynians of Emissary 

1. But at the end of the warp-drive era, when the Centauri Rifts threatened to cut off Alpha 

Centauri from Mother Earth forever, Centaurians were forced to consider their independence in 

the sobering light of isolation. For about a hundred years, there was very little contact and 

certainly no travel between these sister star systems. But with the technological leaps that 

followed the discovery of the Ephesian Engine, these early settlers were suddenly able to re-

establish and re-affirm their Earth-ties. Many even migrated home with the first envoys. Even 

the earliest developments in Neutronautical travel made the trip between Earth and Alpha 

faster and easier than ever. Nevertheless, as a result of the Centauri isolation, today’s 

Centaurians hold true to the independent spirit of all deep-space pilgrim nations. Ask any 

space-born and they’ll tell you: Though they revere their Earth-born heritage, they do not 

consider themselves dependent upon it. More importantly, they do not see themselves as 

subject to Earth’s Interplanetary Governance. As expected, this has raised concern back on 

Mother Earth, and there have already been many voices of dissent regarding this controversial 

unilateral move by the Centauri government. Several representatives are demanding that Earth 

System itself (not Reach-Net, an Earth-born corporation) should have an unchallengeable 

share in the Dyson Sphere. Energy consumption in Earth’s shipyards alone demands more than 

the current matter conversion plants can sustain. And they will certainly need a power boost 

from Proxima Centauri if they are ever going to muster enough juice to fire up the Ephesian 

Engine itself. 

“What can Earth really do at this point?” asks Centauri Prime Minister, Valentina Kova, “Lay 

sanctions against Reach-Net? Ok, but the majority of their operations are outside the Earth 

solar system anyway, and there’s just no regulating that.” When asked how she will respond if 

Earth sends diplomats to Cenatauri, Kova replied, “We welcome any visitors, but we ask them 

to recognize that that is all they are, visitors, not arbiters.” 

So will Earth ever get a share in the sphere? Too bad we don’t have our own spare 3.8 gazillion 

watt battery floating around our solar system. But Earth-born advocates are not easily 

dissuaded. Only the future can tell whether these tensions will ease with diplomatic talks or 

escalate into sanctions and counter-sanctions. What, if anything, do the Centaurians owe us? 

Sun-shares? If so, then what does Kapteyn B owe us—minerals? Which matters more: where 

these civilizations got their start, or where they are headed as independent, sovereign 

cultures? Where does any society (or individual for that matter) find identity: in the 

immutability of its origins, or the inevitability of its destiny? 
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